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SUBJECT: NOTICE OF A PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL AMERICAN 
STUDIES BICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE 

1. THE DEPARTMENT AND USIA WOULD LIKE TO INFORM YOU OF 
PLANS BY AMERICAN ACADEMIC SOCIETIES FOR AN INTERNATIONAL 
BICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE OF U.S. AND FOREIGN SPECIALISTS 

ON AMERICA TO BE HELD IN WASHINGTON IN JUNE OF 1976. 

2. INSTITUTIONS INVOLVED IN THE PLANNING ARE: THE AMER- 
ICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES, THE AMERICAN STUDIES 
ASSOCIATION, THE SMITHSONIAN, AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN HISTORIANS. REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF THE CONFERENCE STEERING COMMITTEE INCLUDE 
PROFESSORS ROBIN W. WINKS AND ROBERT FORREY OF YALE UNIVER- 
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SITY; RICHARD DOWNAR OF ACLS; CHARLES BLITZER OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN; PROFESSOR RICHARD B. MORRIS OF COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY; PROFESSOR ARTHUR P. DUDDEN OF BRYN MAWR COL- 
LEGE; PROFESSOR DANIEL AARON OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY AND 
PAST PRESIDENT OF ASA; PROFESSOR FRANK FRIEDEL OF HARVARD; 
AND ALLAN F. DAVIS, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE ASA. A 
GRANT PROPOSAL IS BEFORE THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE 
HUMANITIES TO FUND THIS CONFERENCE. 

3. THE CONFERENCE AS PRESENTLY PLANNED WOULD BE A FIVE- 
DAY MEETING CONSISTING OF: AN INITIAL DAY FOCUSED ON 

THE HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REVOLUTION: THREE DE- 
VOTED TO THE PRESENTATION OF PAPERS DEALING WITH THE 
IMPACT OF AMERICAN CIVILIZATION OVERSEAS, AND OF OVERSEAS 
CULTURES ON THE UNITED STATES; AND A FINAL DAY AIMED AT 
AN INTENSIVE DISCUSSION ON THE PRACTICAL AND METHODOLOGI- 
CAL QUESTIONS SURROUNDING STUDIES ABOUT THE UNITED STATES 
ABROAD. 

4. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT AS MANY AS 200 FOREIGN AMERICAN- 
ISTS WILL BE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE. HELP OF COMMISSIONS 
AND LOCAL AMERICAN STUDIES GROUPS MAY BE NEEDED TO IDEN- 
TIFY FOREIGN INVITEES. FIRM ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE 
ASSOCIATIONS CONCERNING THE CONFERENCE WILL BE MADE 

IN EARLY SUMMER FOR APPROPRIATE DISTRIBUTION. 

5. TO REINFORCE THE CONFERENCE IMPACT PLANS FOR PRE- 
LIMINARY AND POST-CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES ARE BEING DEVEL- 
OPED AND SHOULD BE REACHING YOU SHORTLY. DEPARTMENT 
AND USIA VIEW THIS PROJECT AS OFFERING UNIQUE POSSIBILI- 
TIES FOR BICENTENNIAL PROGRAMMING. KISSINGER 
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